
Bermagui Preschool Newsletter May 27th, 2022 

 

2022 Term Dates  

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday: Monday 13th June 2022 (Preschool CLOSED)  

End of Term 2: Friday 1st July 2022 

Vacation Care Program: Monday 4th July to Friday 15th July 

Start of Term 3: Monday 18th July 2022 

 

What’s on at Preschool 
As we head into Winter, we have been making the most of the lovely autumn days with lots of outdoor 

learning, including our Kinderkick program with Maddy, activities in the Moodji Garden and lots of fun 

and learning in our playground. As part of our Reconciliation Week activities, Aboriginal artist Cheryl 

Davison visited us to share her knowledge of weaving, culture and language. Simultaneous Story Time 

with Dan Bakker was also a great way to support our children’s emerging literacy skills and love of 

books and was followed up with gardening activities in the Moodji Garden.  

 

To find out more about what is happening at Preschool, remember to check out the program displayed 

on our front notice board, check your emails for our Hubhello/ Educate posts and/ or check out 

Bermagui Preschool’s Facebook Page. 

 

Preschool Photos 
Our wonderful Preschool photographer Tara will have our Preschool photos ready soon and we hope to 

have them back at Preschool for our families within the next few weeks… stay tuned 😊  

 

Signing In and Out Of Preschool 
We have noticed that each day a number of children need to be signed in and out of the Preschool 

programs.  We ask that families please make sure their child/ children are signed in/out and that save 

is then pressed.  Please see staff if you are having any difficulties.  

 

A reminder to all families that signing your child in and out of Preschool is a legal requirement. We 

understand that at times the sign in/ out area may be congested, so we ask families to support us in 

the following ways:  

 Our Preschool Program run from 9am-3pm, with before and after school care available for 

those families that require it. Families who do not arrive to collect children at 3pm will be 

signed into after school care and a fee will be incurred.  

 Please sign children in/out and before greeting your child and/ or collecting belongings. This 

can be done on your phone or device if there is a queue for the Preschool iPads.  Families can 

use their mobile phones to scan the QR codes located at the Preschool entrance to sign their 

children in and out of Preschool programs through our Hub Hello program.  In the event of a 

system failure, Preschool staff will have a hard copy of sign in/out sheets made available. 

 Ensure contact has been made with staff as you take responsibility of your child.  

 Ensure your child in supervised as you exit the Preschool, confirming self-latching gates are 

closed and not held open and that all other children remain in the service.  

 Please remember that only authorised people can pick up children.  

 Please keep the gate areas clear.  Remember social distancing and move to non-congested areas. 

 Families who require significant discussion with staff can negotiate a meeting at a mutually 

convenient time. 

  



Primary Ethics 
Have you heard of Primary Ethics?  It provides an alternative to Scripture in most of the primary 

schools in NSW.  It has been running at Bermagui Public School for more than 5 years but we now 

need some new volunteer teachers.  Once a volunteer has done the training it takes about an hour and 

a half per week to prepare and deliver a class each Thursday morning (9.15-9.45am) in term time.  It 

is fun getting to know the children and having fascinating discussions with them.  

 

If this sparks your interest, there is so much more information here: https://primaryethics.com.au/ 

If you are interested in training, have a look here; https://primaryethics.com.au/training-dates/ 

 

Alternatively email or call me thecathrenwick@gmail.com or 0419 491 104 

 

Here’s more background on the Primary Ethics program:  Primary Ethics provides world-class 

philosophical ethics education for primary school children.  45,000 children currently participate in 

ethics classes and demand is growing rapidly as more parents choose ethics and benefit from seeing 

their children developing excellent reasoning and critical thinking skills.  Everyone learns to disagree 

respectfully, to challenge ideas and to support their arguments with considered evidence rather than 

according to habit or peer pressure.  They use these skills within the class to discuss ethical issues 

and consider decisions that affect them, their family and friends and the rest of the world.  The 

world class Primary Ethics curriculum is tailored by age so that matters under discussion are relevant 

to your children and their world. 

 

Staff Update 
Congratulations to Emily and Marcus on the safe arrival of their beautiful baby daughter Harper Mae. 

 

 
 

We are excited to welcome back Bec who re-joins our team as a casual Educator.  A big welcome also 

to Early Childhood Teacher Rhiannon Fuller who joins our team as a casual Educator/ Teacher. 

 

StEPS Vision Screening 
We are still waiting for a few families to return the StEPS vision screening consent forms.  Once we 

have received these we can then proceed to booking the visit for the screening, so it is important 

that all forms are returned ASAP.  

 

Colour for New Building 
We have left samples of the wall material for our new Therapy Room, which should commence 

construction later in the year, at the front of Preschool.  We would love input from our families and 

invite you to let us know which colour you would prefer by placing a sticker on the sample of your 

choice. 



Digital Online Learning 
For families that are away for extended periods of time, we will be emailing a digital online learning 

pack, filled with lots of Preschool activities, so you can support your child’s early learning at home.  

 

Learning to “Write” in Preschool Years 
We have had several families asking about teaching our Preschoolers how to write letters, numbers 

and their names.  Before children become interested in handwriting, they will always be interested in 

‘play’ and will gravitate towards play dough, threading beads, interconnecting building blocks and 

balancing on logs, before a worksheet or a writing station.  These types of activities are fundamental 

in developing fine motor skills in children which without would mean they would not develop the skills 

required for early, emergent writing and then later full writing skills. 

 

Children require progressive development in their hands to enable them to grasp and hold things and 

eventually develop their writing skills.  Just like any muscles we must support them, strengthen them 

and ‘work out’ to get them stronger this is just the same for the muscles in children’s bodies. 

 

 
 
For Preschool aged children, this should not be sitting children down at tables with worksheets, 

colouring books and pencils but instead be using fun, imaginative age appropriate activities to develop 

these much-needed muscles.  It is also important to note that children need to develop upper body 

and core strength in addition to fine motor, who would have thought a balancing circuit or dancing 

with ribbons would actually be supporting and developing the muscles and skills needed for writing? 

Well they do!! 

 

Our children have a variety of resources and activities to develop their gross and fine motor skills 

alongside mark-making and postural control (children being able to maintain their own balance in sitting 

without using their hands).  Children should not be expected to develop letter formation, pre-writing 

shapes or early writing skills if they have not yet developed the correct grasp and do not have good 

postural position. 

 

In order to prepare children for school and get those muscles strong and ready we thought we would 

share with you some simple ways for you to be able to set up these activities at home. For further 

information please see our Preschool Teachers and Educators 

 

 



Activities for Postural Control 

(children being able to maintain their own balance in sitting without using their hands): 

 Obstacle courses that require balancing, crawling and climbing 

 Playground and garden equipment – swings, climbing frames, balancing beams 

 Playing games like Twister or something similar where you have to balance with one arm, stand 

on one leg 

 Catch games with balls and beanbags but sitting, squatting, kneeling, standing on one leg 

 Jumping on the trampoline 

 Dancing, swimming or gymnastics 

 

Grasp and fine motor skill development: 

 Building with interconnecting blocks 

 Pegboards 

 Threading and lacing 

 Using tweezers and tongs to pick up small objects 

 Weaving 

 Play dough 

 Thread pasta on to string to make a necklace 

 Collect small items from around the house and move them from one dish to another with large 

tweezers or small kitchen tongs 

 

Activities to develop using hands and eyes together: 

 Copying patterns using building blocks, buttons, pegboards 

 Copying basic shapes and patterns using play dough, drawing in sand, shaving foam, using pipe 

cleaners 

 Mazes 

 Tracing activities 

 

Activities to develop the tripod grasp: 

 Place clothes pegs around a container or piece of material 

 Using tweezers and tongs to pick up small objects 

 Threading beads 

 Picking up cards from the floor 

 Using pipettes to squeeze out just one drop of water at a time or even use with paint and 

create a piece of art at the same time 

 Putting coins in a money box or container with a slit 

 Popping bubble wrap 

 


